Letter to Mayor Magdits et al.

Buehler Park should NOT be the site of Rolla's dog-park

August, 10, 2016

Tom Sager, Secretary/Treasurer, Citizens for the Preservation of Buehler Park, Rolla
http://buehlerpark.org, (573) 368-5551, yushasager@yahoo.com
August 10, 2016
________________
Dear Rolla Mayor Louis Magdits, Members of the Rolla City Council, City Administrator John
Butz, Director of Parks and Recreation Floyd Jernigan, Brent Mayabb [Royal Canin USA],
Crystal Watson [Royal Canin, Rolla], and Kent Bagnall [Kent Jewelry]:
I would like to elaborate on my presentation of July 18, 2016 to the Rolla City Council
requesting that Buehler Park NOT be considered as a site for a dog-park.
My presentation was a rush job as I only found out about Kent Bagnall and Crystal Watson's
proposal to turn 1/3 or more of Buehler Park into a fenced in dog park when I read the
meeting agenda the previous weekend. In particular, I would like to elaborate on my
responses to several questions from the council following my presentation.
A video of the July 18 city council meeting can be viewed at
https://rollachannel16.viebit.com/#vkJmlC5b9YQg. The Bagnall/Watson presentation is at
25:50-43:38; My presentation is at 1:22:40-1:38:33.
Buehler Park is a beautiful, small city park on the west side of Rolla. Because of its prime
location there have been various suggestions that would either destroy it or alter its present
character. Please let it remain the beautiful park for all people that it presently is.
BUEHLER PARK IS A WELL-USED PARK INCLUDING THE AREA PROPOSED FOR A
DOG PARK.
Several times I have heard the opinion expressed that Buehler Park, or at least certain parts
of it, are seldom used.
The fiction that Buehler Park is seldom used has been a standard argument from detractors
of the park for 20 years. For example, a letter to the editor of the Rolla Daily News on March
21, 1997 refers to Buehler Park as "poorly placed and very seldom used."The front page story
on June 6, 1997 calls Buehler Park "a lonely place." (Figure 1 below)
There are many photos on the Citizens for the Preservation of Buehler Park website
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(http://buehlerpark.org/thumbnails.html) attesting to the fact that Buehler Park is a well-used
park, in spite of the fact that there has been no running water or fixed bathroom facilities in
the park for years. That park preservationists were able to raise $40,000 for an injunction
bond to prevent the destruction of Buehler Park further attests to this park's popularity.
Barely a week goes by in which I am not in Buehler Park at least once. I plant trees, care for
them, water them, talk with park users, and commune with nature. I suspect I have spent far
more time in Buehler Park then anyone on this distribution list.
I've seen the meadow area used for baseball, football, frisbee, soccer, walking and jogging,
ring toss, picnicing, geocaching, and other forms of recreation. One often sees young children
frolicking in this open area. Dog owners walk their dogs in this area. I've also picked up trash,
including dog droppings, in the meadow area attesting to its wide use. (Figures 2-3)
Citizens for the Preservation of Buehler Park has planted 48 young trees in the park, many
along the edges of the meadow area. These young trees should be allowed to grow, so they
can replace the mature trees as they grow old and die. Some are not yet large enough to
survive constant use by dogs. (Figure 4)
The wooded area in the West contains some of Buehler Park's finest trees. The oaks may be
as old as 150 years. At least 12 and maybe as many as 16 fall within the boundary of the
proposed dog-park. Others stand close to the boundary. (Figure 5)
Two of the three remaining dinosaur-shaped play structures from which Buehler Park got its
nickname of "Dinosaur Park" lie within this area. One of these, the plesiosaur, is by far the
most popular of all the playground structures in the park. (Figures 6-7)
PARK USERS OPPOSE A DOG-PARK IN BUEHLER PARK
Since the July 18 city council meeting, I have talked with many park-users about the dog-park
proposal. Most are against it. Many expressed concern about odor and noise as well as the
fencing in of large sections of the park. (And here I should note that under questioning from
Mayor Magdits, Kent Bagnall admitted that his petition to build a dog-park in Rolla neglected
to state that Buehler Park was the proposed site.)
Council-member Jim Williams' statement about dog-owners, "and they don't clean up after
themselves" is only partially correct. I once did an informal study on the acorn trail and found
that approximately 50 percent of dog owners on the trail pick up after their dogs. One should
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also note that it is virtually impossible to pick up after a dog that has diarrhea or loose bowels.
Add to this that Watson and Bagnall propose that the MARS volunteers clean up the dog-park
just twice a year.
Many use Buehler Park to relax, sit quietly and read, meditate or think (Figures 8-9). Likely,
many of these people would go elsewhere, if Buehler Park were filled with barking dogs.
To this, I would add a possible safety issue. Dogs are territorial and dogs fight to establish
dominance. I have a 50 pound dog named Sasha. She is very gentle and submissive with
people; but fights with other dogs. Once my grandson got bit trying to break up a dog fight.
Now he knows better. When around young children, I keep Sasha on a very short leash to
prevent her from playing too roughly with small children.
With dogs going in and out and being off leash inside the fenced area, it would be only a
matter of time before a dog got off leash outside the fenced area. Surely, there ought to be a
wide bufffer between a dog-park and park areas where young children play. Buehler Park is
not large enough to provide such a buffer. Indeed, it is not large enough to provide for both a
dog-park and traditional park usage.
EXCLUSIVE USE AND CHANGING USE PATTERNS
Council-member Brian Woolley pointed out, "the definition of a park can change through time.
In 1959 no one played soccer in this country."
The Rolla Optimist Club formerly held soccer leagues for 5 to 7-year-olds in Buehler Park.
(Figure 10) Buehler Park was an ideal location. Spectators would sit in the shade of Buehler
Park's huge oak trees and watch their children and grandchilddren play soccer in the
meadow. When the games were over, Optimists would move the goals to the side so people
could use the meadow for other purposes.
When soccer grew in popularity to the point that soccer enthusiasts felt they needed
dedicated space, they did not insist that their preferred use was more important than
traditional uses. They did not argue that soccer is for everyone. Instead, they acquired the
use of formerly unimproved land next to Lions Club park for a soccer complex. The gates are
kept locked when the complex is not in use for soccer. (Figure 11)
Building a soccer complex on unimproved land did not negatively impact anyone or inhibit
traditional usage or enjoyment of neighboring land.
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Dog-park enthusiasts should follow suit. They should be good citizens like the soccer
enthusiasts and acquire unused land for their dog-park and build it in a way that does not
inhibit traditional use or enjoyment of neighboring land.
BRINGING TRAVELERS OFF THE INTERSTATE INTO ROLLA
Some have argued that a dog-park would bring travelers off the Interstate into Rolla. Well it
might; but Buehler Park already does that. Half of the many people I meet in Buehler Park are
travelers. I suspect far more travelers would come to Buehler Park if the city would repair the
broken water line, turn the water back on, build some nice restrooms, and replace the
playground structures that have been removed over the years.
It would be silly to argue whether Buehler Park would bring in more travelers in its current
form or as a dog-park; since Rolla can have both, simply by leaving Buehler Park alone and
building a dog-park elsewhere.
20 years ago, Rolla could have had a Cracker Barrel restaurant and Buehler Park, had not a
foolish mayor, who thought he was above the law, offered Buehler Park to Cracker Barrel
without knowing or caring that Buehler Park was not his to offer. Shunning the bad publicity,
Cracker Barrel decided to build in St. Robert instead.
Let's not make this foolish mistake again, 20 years later.
ALTERNATIVE LOCATIONS FOR A DOG-PARK
Following are three suggestions.
Lions Club Park: There is a large area at Lions Club Park that is already dedicated to pet
use. I suspect the Lions might agree to dog enthusiasts raising the funds to fence in part of
this area for dog runs, particularly if they agree to keep it clean and in good repair. This petuse area is far from the play areas of the park. The addition of fences should not negatively
impact anyone. (Figures 12-13)
Former Forest Service Land: This land is directly across Kingshighway from Buehler
Park.The nature trail behind the Welcome Center has been allowed to deteriorate since the
City of Rolla acquired this land from the US Forest Service. I may have been the first person
to walk this trail in months. There is not a single marker left standing. The trail is overgrown
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with weeds and creepers. Cobwebs stretch across the trail. This is prime land that is going to
waste. It could be cleared and fenced leaving many of the trees standing and because it is
sloped, it would be an ideal exercise area for dogs. In addition, it would likely bring desired
visitors to the Welcome Center.(Figure 14)
Westside Marketplace / Rolla West Area: A considerable portion of this area to the North
and West of the 184 mile interchange off I-44 which is slated for immediate commercial
development, has been reserved for park land (Figure 15). Surely a dog-park could be built in
Rolla West which would attract travelers off the Interstate as well as local dog owners. This
would be a boon to commercial enterprises in the Rolla West area.
Of these three possibilities, I would favor Lions Club Park since it is a large area that is
already reserved for pets and their owners. It is easily accessable in a favorable location on
South Highway 63, next to the developed areas of Lions Club Park. Use of this area as a
dog-park would, of course, be subject to an agreement with the Rolla Lions Club which owns
the land.
Next best, I believe, would be the former Forest Service Land. This is already owned by the
city. A dog-park could be built to enhance the desireability of the Welcome Center and with
proper buffering would not degrade neighboring land.
The third alternative is also good.
Buehler Park is Dedicated Land: "for Park purposes only and none other ... FOREVER"
Buehler Park was given to the City of Rolla in 1958 "for Park purposes only and none other,
and to be known as Buehler Park....FOREVER." The Courts have ruled that Buehler Park is
dedicated to public use. In enjoining the City of Rolla from "taking action that is inconsistent
with [Buehler Park's] use as a public park," the court's noted that "Missouri courts have long
held that property dedicated for a particular purpose may not be diverted to a different
purpose."
These and other documents, including Lois Ann Marler's biography of Henry Andrew Buehler,
are available by link from the Citizens for the Preservation of Buehler Park home page,
http://buehlerpark.org.
Buehler Park was dedicated to the memory of Rolla's "First Citizen," Dr. Henry Andrew
Buehler, who as Chief State Geologist for 36 years was responsible for much of the
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development of South-Central Missouri and the placement of Fort Leonard Wood in its current
location. On learning of his death, Rolla Mayor, W.D. Jones proclaimed that all business in the
City of Rolla would stop for two hours in Dr. Buehler's honor.
I think Rolla's civic leaders in 1958 realized what a treasure the Buehler Park land is, and
tried to ensure that it would always remain a park for everybody to enjoy. I think they realized
that as time went by, some would try to usurp this land for their own purposes. By dedicating
Buehler Park "for park purposes only and none other ... FOREVER," they attempted to
prevent future civic leaders from turning Buehler Park into a Cracker Barrel Restaurant, an
animal shelter, a dog-park, or anything other than the beautiful public park that it is now.
Let's leave Dr. Buehler's memorial park as the people who knew and loved him wanted it to
be.
Conclusion
Buehler Park is a beautiful, small city park on the west side of Rolla. Because of its prime
location there have been various suggestions that would either destroy it or alter its present
character. Please let it remain the beautiful park for all people that it presently is.
Yours sincerely,

Tom Sager, Secretary/Treasurer
Citizens for the Preservation of Buehler Park
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Figure 1: Calling Buehler Park a “lonely place,” Rolla Daily News, June 6, 1997, page 1
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Figure 2: Picnic in southwest part of Buehler Park
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Figure 3: Playing football in Buehler Park
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Figure 4: Citizens for the Preservation of Buehler Park planting trees
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Figure 5: Huge oak trees in Buehler Park
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Figure 6: Travelers from New York on pteranodon swing in Buehler Park
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Figure 7: Travelers from Texas playing on plesiosaur in Buehler Park
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Figure 8: Couple from Waynesville relaxing in Buehler Park
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Figure 9: Sitting quietly and relaxing in the shade of Buehler Park's mighty oak trees
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Figure 10: Rolla Optimist Club soccer leagues in Buehler Park
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Figure 11: Rolla area soccer complex
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Figure 12: Pet area at Lions Club Park
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Figure 13: Pet trail at Lions Club Park
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Figure 14: Nature trail in former Forest Service land behind the welcome center
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Figure 15: Rolla West, site of proposed shopping complex with dedicated park land
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